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[ABSTRACT]

Purpose: The first graduates of Jichi Medical University have left their home school more than 40 years ago. Many of them continue
to engage in community medicine, especially in remote areas, even after the mandatory term. They were able to achieve results in
line with the mission of Jichi Medical University. The purpose of this study was to clarify the factors that have made the graduates to
success as community doctors.

Methods: We conducted a questionnaire survey for the first graduates of Jichi Medical University. The contents are student life,
activities as a doctor after graduation, and education at Jichi Medical University. We analyzed and evaluated the aggregated results
and the free description.

Results: Many of the first graduates highly valued their student life and thought that working within the compulsory term in remote
area was meaningful for their carrier. Many of them were still practicing in areas where a shortage of doctors is prominent. In addition,
it was the most highly evaluated that they had acquired the ability as really general practitioners. On the other hand, they expressed
great dissatisfaction with the support system, such as the support of local universities, Jichi Medical University and the prefectural
governments. Regarding the education system of Jichi Medical University, “dedicated teachers”, “alumni”, “dormitory system”, and
“study fund loan” were highly evaluated by the first graduates.

Conclusion: Jichi Medical University 1st graduates highly valued Jichi Medical University and were highly satisfied with their careers.
In other words, they have been backed by an intrinsic motivation to have a passion for community medicine. Their highly intrinsic
motivation shows the great success of Jichi Medical University, which was established with the mission of educating leaders in
community medicine. We also considered that the first graduates played a major role as a pioneer in high-quality community medicine.
Furthermore, in order to develop the mission of Jichi Medical University, the existence and activity of the Japan Association for
Development of Community Medicine, which is a deliberately developmental organization, is very important.

KEY WORD remote medical care, work within the mandatory term, dormitory system, teachers, alumni, intrinsic
motivation, deliberately developmental organization
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